
South Berwick Conservation Commission  

Monday January 16, 2023, Via Zoom 

7:00 PM  

 

Recorded by Jane Brekke 

Present at meeting via Zoom: Pat Robinson, Chair; Brekke, Jane, Secretary, Laura Eaton, Brett 

Cropp, David Ramsay, Guest Deb Ganster, Guest Jeff Minihan, Guest Lisa Wise, Guest Abigail 

Lyon 

 

Approval of Minutes  

Minutes for the December 19, 2022, meeting was approved. 

Connect to Protect 

Lisa Wise and Abigail Lyon introduced themselves and the group discussed ways that Connect 

to Protect could help the SB Conservation Commission.  We discussed the towns update of the 

Comprehensive Plan and the Open Space Plan as two possible ways to use their help. Deb spoke 

about the Comprehensive Plan process and how the Land Use section was getting reviewed in 

March. She explained that changes would be made based on discussions from select community 

members. She said that there would be two sessions devoted to land use. She explained that the 

recently completed town survey came back very favorable in terms of the towns support of 

conservation. 

The towns Open Space Plan was then discussed.  It was stated that the plan is to be updated 

every ten years. We discussed adding a reference to this plan in the Comprehensive Plan.  

Pollinator (Native Plant) Garden at Town Library 

Pat will look at the Plan and figure out what we still need to plant.  David will talk to Allen about 

a list of what we already planted. 

Native Plants Events 

Possibly having an event in May. No other updates. 

Webinar series is starting next week. We will need to post on social media. 

Invasive Species 

No updates at this time. 

Town Forest 

No updates at this time. 
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Landing Trail 

A lawyer is reviewing the pedestrian easement and a series of DEP applications may need to be 

filed. 

Town Composting 

Town has decided not to go forward with offering public composting at this time.  Brett may talk 

with the manager of the Transfer Station to find more about the situation. We might check in 

with Eco Maine about future possibilities. 

Earth Day 

Brett reached out to Catherine Allen about us co-sponsoring her clean-up efforts. Brett will have 

a meeting with her in February to help things along. 

Mission Statement 

Still no word on the Mission Statement 

Planning Board 

Great Hill is complete and Meadow Pond Phase 3 is on the town agenda. 

Other Business 

Impact Fees – we need to be aware of this for open space and conservation. 

Big Night is happening mid-March to mid-April. We should put this on social media. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Jane Brekke 


